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THE JENKINS BOOK COMPANY 


Is pleased to Announce that We Are Selling and Dis- 
tributing the Wonderful “Paragon Bindings” of Don 
R. Phillips, Vandalia, Michigan. 


We Carry Stock of Paragon Bindings in New Orleans 
so that we Can Give You Good Service on the Pre- 
bound Books that Are on Don Phillips Selected List 
— (About 1,300 Titles. ) 


The J. B. C. Believes that They Are in a Position to 
Helpfully Serve You With: 


@ PROMPT SERVICE 

@ LOWEST PRICES 

@® WELL SELECTED BOOKS 
@ OUTSTANDING BINDINGS 


OF 
DON R. PHILLIPS 
VANDALIA, MICHIGAN 


WE INVITE YOU TO SEND YOUR ORDER TO US 


THE JENKINS BOOK COMPANY 


WHOLESALE BOOKSELLERS 
740 ST. CHARLES AVENUE 


NEW ORLEANS 12, LA. 


WRITE FOR. YOUR FALL 1954 CATALOG TODAY. 














ibrary Bureau—A Complete Library Planning Service 


LIBRARY BUREAU means much 
more than beautiful technical wood 
equipment and steel book stack. 
This is true because LIBRARY 
BUREAU represents a service of 
people ... people who give constant 
creative thought to library planning 
problems... people backed by dec- 
ades of experience in solving them. 

This experience is yours in our 
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unique Planning and Consultation 
Service...and this applies whether 
you’re building, remodeling, or 
simply re-arranging your library. 
Your LIBRARY BUREAU Spe- 
cialist will gladly tell you more 
about this noteworthy service to 
librarians and architects. Why not 
write today for complete details? 
They’re yours for the asking. 


1711 St. Charles Avenue, New Orleans 
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LOUISIANA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
OFFICERS, 1954 


President ; Vivian Cazayoux, Louisiana State Library 


First Vice-President and President-Elect Elizabeth Cammack, East Carroll Parish Library 


Second Vice-President Anna Davis, Southeastern Louisiana College 
Secretary Mary Ann Eidson, Louisiana State University 
Treasurer Yvonne Toups, Francis T. Nicholls Junior College 
Parliamentarian Te Elliott Hardaway, Louisiana State University 
Past President Garland F. Taylor, Tulane University 


REPRESENTATIVES 


American Library Association—Sallie J. Farrell, Louisiana State Library; Mrs. Florrinell F. Morton, 
Library School, Louisiana State University 


Southwestern Library Association—Vivian Cazayoux, Louisiana State Library; Mrs. Lucile A. Daughdril, 
Arcadia High School; Garland F. Taylor, Tulane University 


Southwestern Library Association Bulletin, Editorial Board—Helen Maestri, Francis T. Nicholls High 
School, New Orleans 


SECTION CHAIRMEN 


College and Reference Mary Frances Smith, Centenary College 
Louisiana Association of School Librarians Jane Ellen Carstens, Southwestern Louisiana Institute 
Public Mary Louise Giraud, Tensas Parish Library 
Trustees Ivy N. Stafford, Trustee, Tangipahoa Parish Library 


STANDING COMMITTEES—CHAIRMEN 


Adult Education Mrs. Ruth K. Robbins, New Orleans Public Library 
Auditing Mrs. Florette Porche, Thibodaux High School 
Constitution, By-Laws and Manual Elliott Hardaway, Louisiana State University 
Federal Relations Sallie J. Farrell, Louisiana State Library 
Intellectual Freedom Mrs. Florrinell F. Morton, Library School, Louisiana State University 
Legislation Mrs. Elizabeth Holloway, Pointe Coupee Parish Library 
Louisiana Literary Award Eugene Watson, Northwestern State College 
Membership Elizabeth Cammack, Iberia Parish Library 
Modisette Award Sarah Jones, Louisiana State Library 
Nominating Evelyn Peters, Orleans Parish School Board 
Public Relations Anna Davis, Southeastern Louisiana College 
Recruiting Clara Haupt, Evangeline Parish Library 


State Planning 





Mrs. Odile Gill, Southeastern Louisiana College 
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Vivian Cazayoux 


In the midst of what might otherwise have 
been a period of inactivity for the Associa- 
tion, we were called upon to fulfill our 
responsibility as librarians to defend the 
freedom of the press. House Bill 265, in- 
tended to prohibit the sale of indecent lit- 
erature to minors, was so broad in its scope, 
so vague in its definitions and so loose in 
its provisions as to endanger the individual’s 
freedom to read and freedom of inquiry. 
The Association, led by Florrinell Morton, 
Chairman of the Intellectual Freedom Com- 
mittee, and with the cooperation of the Lou- 
isiana Press Association and the American 
Book Publishers Council, effectively opposed 
this legislation and the bill died on the 
House Calendar. We neophyte lobbyists are 
grateful to veteran Sallie Farrell for her 
advice and active assistance. 

As a result of recommendations of the 
State Planning Committee, several important 
new projects are underway. A committee, 
headed by Norma Durand, is studying the 
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possibility of the Association's sponsoring 
the preparation of a union catalog of Loui- 
siana material in college and public libraries 
in the state. I attended the initial meeting 
of the committee recently at which they dis- 
cussed a questionnaire designed to determine 
the need for such a catalog. Other points 
being considered are the procedures to be 
followed and means of financing. 

Peggy Harper has accepted the chairman- 
ship ef a committee charged with the respon- 
sibility of recommending revisions in the act 
which provides for the distributon of state 
publications. The chairman with the assist- 
ance of Margaret Lane is making some pre- 
liminary study before calling a meeting of 
the committee. 

The Recruiting Committee under the lead- 
ership of Clara Haupt is studying the advisa- 
bility of the Association's establishing a 
scholarship to be awarded for graduate work 
in library science. The committee is quite 
excited about the possibility of producing a 
trailer film on the library profession to be 
shown on television stations all over the 
state. All of these committees will be pre- 
pared to report on their findings at the con- 
vention next spring. 

Through the efforts of Elizabeth Cam- 
mack, our membership now stands at 645, 
and we are confident of going over our 650 
goal. There are still many potential mem- 
bers. New librarians who join now will re- 
ceive membership through 1955. Please call 
this bargain to the attention of your friends. 

As this is written, the Association is enter- 
ing the last lap of another year. Plans are 
being made for a joint meeting of the 1954 
and 1955 Executive Boards to be held in 
December. As we look forward to transfer- 
ring the responsibility to the new officers, 
there are unfinished tasks to be conveyed and 
suggestions of others that might be under- 
taken. 

Though my final report on the year's ac- 
tivities cannot be made to you until January, 
this will be my last “letter” to you and | 
must take advantage of this opportunity to 
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express my deep appreciation to the large 
number of members who have given of their 
time and interest to further the program of 
the Association. I shall be happy to take my 
place again among the membership, grateful 
to you for the experience of serving as your 
president. 





As Elizabeth Cammack begins her year as 
president, she should be greatly reassured by 
the large and active membership she has 
behind her. I know you join me in wishing 
her every success. 

Vivian Cazayoux 
President, L.L.A. 


Portraits of Louisiana Librarians 


IV 


By WILLIAM DOSITE POSTELL 
Louisiana State University School of Medicine, New Orleans 





Eugene Payne Watson 


Back in 1941 
nated by himself) wrote a letter, by invita- 
tion, to the late Mr. Usher, then editor of 
the Bulletin of the Louisiana Library Assoct- 
ation, taising a modest question as to the 
function of the Louisiana Library Associa- 
tion. Thus was the library world introduced 
to Doctor Eugene Payne Watson, whose con- 
tributions to the library profession and to 
his fellow man would fill the life time of 
several individuals. This was a very modest 
letter. It simply called upon his fellow li- 


a “Freshman” (so desig- 
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brarians to make the L.L.A. the agency for 
promoting library activity in the State. We 
have no idea whether this letter made his 
colleagues think, but it was the beginning of 
a remarkable career for the author. 

Gene’s family, the Watson's and Chopin’s, 
are well known in the chronicle of Louisiana 
families. It would be difficult for me to 
state how long I have known Gene, because 
ever since I can recall, I remember hearing 
members of my family speak of the Watsons 
of Natchitoches, and the three Watson boys, 
Arthur, Gene, and Youree. In time I came 
to associate the Watsons with any job well 
done. Gene was born in Natchitoches, June 
29, 1911. At an early age, he was afflicted 
with infantile paralysis which left him par- 
tially paralyzed. This in no way interfered 
with his educaton as he graduated from St. 
Mary’s Convent; then went to the State 
Normal College (Northwestern), graduatng 
in 1933. His master’s degree was obtained 
from Louisiana State University in 1934, 
and his Ph.D. from the University of Texas 
in 1951. Mr. A. A. Fredericks, then Presi- 
dent of Normal College, persuaded Gene to 
become a librarian. Miss Scharlie Russell, 
librarian of Normal, was nearing retirement, 
and the College was looking for her succes- 
sor. Fortunately for the library profession, 
Gene agreed to go to library school, which 
he did, graduating from L.S.U. in 1937. 

His inaugural bow to the profession by 
means of his letter previously mentioned was, 
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you might say, the beginning of his contri- 
butions to librarianship. Enumerating these 
contributions is rather difficult because you 
won't find them documented to any great 
extent. From reading the summary of the 
activities of the L.L.A. during his presi- 
dency, it is not easy to detect anything un- 
usual. I read the report carefully in the light 
of what I know of Gene's activities, and 
would never surmise that anything unusual 
was accomplished during his administration. 
Nonetheless, the service he has rendered his 
profession is almost unbelievable. The first 
time I saw Gene in action was his fight to 
organize a College and Reference Section of 
L.L.A. This was accomplished notwith- 
standing its questionable legality by some 
members who did not feel there was the 
authority to organize such groups under the 
then existing By-laws. For years one of the 
big headaches in the Association was the 
overlapping of terms for the various activi- 
ties. Gene solved this by promoting a 
change in the By-laws, making the calendar 
year the basis for all of the Association's 
activities. When a new constitution was 
needed to care for the rapidly growing needs 
of L.L.A., Gene was largely responsible for 
rewriting it. He improved our financial po- 
sition by providing for a registration fee for 
conventions and writing into the By-laws a 
new class of members, i.e., contributing, in- 
stitutional, and sustaining. He contributed 
enormously to our winning the Field Award 
for Recruitment by promoting the publica- 
tion of the recruiting pamphlet, ‘Exploring 
Librarianship.” His interest and work in 
helping to have passed through the State 
Legislature the act designating the Secretary 
of State as the depository for all State Docu- 
ments and providing funds for the main- 
taining of this work should be remembered 
because of the ultimate good that will ac- 
crue to the State and its people. Gene headed 
the drive to establish the Natchitoches Parish 
Library in 1940, and served for several years 
after its establishment as Chairman of the 
Parish Library Board. 

The influence Gene has exerted is more 
than State wide. It is national in scope. He 
has served on many American Library Asso- 
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ciation committees, and has addressed the 
College and Reference Section on a number 
of occasions. He also has been active in the 
affairs of the Southwestern Library Associa- 
ation. His greatest accomplishment on a 
national scale has been his organization of 
Alpha Beta Alpha. No one except someone 
like him could have conceived, promoted, 
and organized this group, the first coeduca- 
tional undergraduate library science frater- 
nity. Chapters have been organized in col- 
leges from Pennsylvania to California. | 
had the privilege of attending the first 
national convention of A.B.A. held in 
Natchitoches in 1952. What a convention 
that was! Everything was done to perfec- 
tion to make it a success. There were only 
four chapters then, but at last report the 
chapters have tripled. No doubt, if Gene 
would like to be remembered for one thing, 
this is the contribution he likes best. This 
one group is influencing the careers and 
lives of many young people yearly. 

His contributions to education are quite 
lengthy. He has published articles in many 
scholarly journals. It is almost impossible 
to list the committees he is on at Northwest- 
ern State College. Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Committees, Publication Commit- 
tee, past Chairman of the Budget Committee, 
Chairman of the Graduate Council, and 
member of the Administrative Council are 
a few of his activities. It is most unusual 
for a librarian to play such an important role 
in college administration, all attesting to 
Gene's outstanding scholarly ability. At 
present he is working on plans for a new 
addition to his library. He was very influen- 
tial in securing a salary schedule for college 
teachers in the State, and he worked on the 
Council that presented the matter to the 
Louisiana Education Association. He is now 
the local Chairman of the L.E.A. chapter. 

Gene is not only a librarian but a citizen 
first of all. One wonders where he finds the 
time and energy to accomplish the things he 
does. He was Chairman of the Natchitoches 
Parish Red Cross, is a member of the Crip- 
pled Children’s Committee, and is active in 
the renovation of his parish church. He also 
was influential in the building of the New- 
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man Club on Second Street in Natchitoches. 
At one time, he served as Athletic Director 
for his high school alma mater, St. Mary’s 
Convent. For his services in this respect he 
was awarded a plaque in appreciation. He 
was President of the Y.M.B.C. and in 1940 
was awarded a cup as citizen of the year. 
He must be the only librarian who is a bank 
director. It is good to know a bank director 
when you wish to cash a check in Natchi- 
toches. And Gene is not without his hobbies. 
He is a collector of recordings of classical 
and is quite discriminating in his 
He is an excellent chess player. I 


music, 
taste. 
fancied myself a chess player until I played 
doesn’t even bother to 
invite me to play any more. True to form, 


against him. He 





he is now President of the Louisiana Chess 
Association. 
This is a brief listing of some of Gene's 


accomplishments. How much we do not 
know, the help and encouragement he has 
given to individuals or worthy projects. His 
ability to make everyone work is uncanny, 
and of course, there is always that kind 
word which goes a long way when we need 
a boost. That he is kind we know, that he 
has courage is well demonstrated. Witness 
the breaking of his legs, not once, but twice. 
That did not stop him. He had a special 
chair built and kept going. Today we hear 
a great deal about the common man, but 
actually progress is made by the uncommon 
man. And it is to the uncommon man like 
Gene that we all owe so much. 


School librarians, please note! Shirley K. Stephenson, Instructor, Louisiana State University 
Library School, suggests that the school library assume another important function—as a 


career laboratory. 


To stimulate youthful interest in the exploration of career opportunities, 


Mrs. Stephenson discusses methods the librarian might utilize in selecting, organizing, and 
publicizing vocational materials. The article first appeared in the February, 1954 issue of 


the WILSON LIBRARY BULLETIN. 


‘he Library as a Career Laboratory 


SHIRLEY K. 


The modern school library is missing its 
mark in our educational program if it does 
not serve as a career laboratory, supple- 
menting the activities of the occupations 
course, and serving as a source of materials 
which will stimulate individual interest in 
job opportunities. The library should pro- 
vide the tools for exploration and evaluation 
of factors entering into the important prob- 
lem of making a decision concerning a 
career, 

With the library serving as a laboratory, 
the librarian, the teachers, and the counselor 
may serve youth in an informal atmosphere 
conducive of free expression on the part of 
the student, and permitting a wide range of 
exploration in connection with the various 
interests of the students. 


1954 





STEPHENSON 


The personality of the child may be ob- 
served in a situation where he is uninhibited ; 
instructional staff. The librarian must know 
book selection tools and sources of audio- 
and many problems of behavior may be di- 
rected to avert personality difficulties, or to 
assist in matters of timidity, lack of confi- 
dence, insecurity, over-confidence, or other 
adjustment patterns. 

The physical facilities of the library should 
contribute to the development of well- 
balanced, socially adept citizens of the 
school and happily developing members of 
the family and the community. The mater- 
ials of the library collection should help 
youth to meet his challenge of adjustment. 


Selection of Material 


Selection of suitable material is indeed 
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a fundamental problem of successful service 
to youth. The securing of proper library re- 
sources is the mutual concern and responsi- 
bility of the librarian, the counselor, and the 
visual materials. In the final selection of the 
items for use in the vocational guidance pro- 
gram, consideration should be given to the 
authority, reading level, format, recency, 
and type of item; taking into consideration 
the school community, the individual inter- 
ests, abilities, aptitudes, background, and 
reading levels of the students. A conference 
on the selection of material will insure the 
future effective use of materials by the coun- 
selor and instructional staff. 


Publicizing Vocational Materials 


Various techniques may be used by the 
librarian to publicize materials and to stimu- 
late student use of them. Clever posters and 
effective bulletin boards, both in the library 
and throughout the school, will help to 
arouse interest in books on careers. Engaging 
the pupils in the planning and execution of 
bulletin boards will heighten student inter- 
est and frequently results in a new point-of- 
view concerning school publicity. 

A career column in the school newspaper, 
planned and written by students, will cause 
a wider use of library facilities, and may 
engage the cooperation of English teachers, 
using the news story as a device in English. 
The coordination of several members of the 
instructional staff, and the cooperation of 
various departments helping the individual 
to realize his own talents and contributing 
to his optimum development may thus ad- 
vance the guidance ideal. 


A hobbies show, staged in the library by 
the various clubs of the school, can be used 
to widen the horizons of youth and provide 
a stimulus for the child to develop new 
interests with regard to a vocation or an 
avocation. 

The distribution of book marks featuring 
a list of vocational titles headed: “Plan for 
the Future,” is a means of attracting the 
attention of young readers and may stimulate 
the investigation of related materials. Book- 
lists giving the opinions of students on 
“Books about Interesting People’ are de- 
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vices which some libraries have found suc. 
cessful. 


A career club exhibit, demonstrating the 
explorations of the club, and showing library 
materials which have been used by the club 
will extend the activities of the library, and 
may be a culminating phase of the work of 
this vocation guidance study. 


Organization of Materials 

The well organized occupational informa- 
tion file is a tool of paramount importance in 
developing the library as a laboratory for 
the study of occupations. A letter-size file, 
carrying folders on the families of occupa- 
tions in which students have shown an in- 
terest, might be a starting point in the devel- 
opment of this valuable source. Folders 
should be arranged alphabetically, and each 
folder should carry a label. An index to the 
occupations information file should be made 
to indicate the location of items in the file 
by title and subject. The file will include 
clippings, pamphlets, charts, folders, and 
similar ephemeral material. Each item en- 
tered in the file should carry the source, the 
date entered, and the proper subject heading. 
Expansion should occur in relation to the 
needs of students and availability of suitable 
material. Regular weeding of this file is 
necessary in order to see that information 
is up-to-date. Regular evaluation of items 
included and needed to supplement material 
in the collection will enhance the value and 
usefulness of the file. 

The career club or members of the occu- 
pations class may help to secure information 
concerning the requirements of various oc- 
Cupations, job opportunities, special training 
required, and type of personality suited to 
different occupations. Special studies of 
students or projects of the vocations class 
may be recognized in library displays and 
filed in the occupational information file. 

While the books in the collection will 
have to be processed according to the usual 
cataloging procedures, with the regular plan 
for shelving, the setting up of special shelves 
of books to be used in connection with the 
various vocational activities and studies can 
attract much attention and expand reader in- 
terest. A career shelf might be inaugurated 
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to initiate activities of the career club in the 
school, or in connection with the occupations 
course. An exhibit of books on ‘‘Personality 
Plus,” carrying items on etiquette and social 
adjustment, is recommended to help youth 
with his own problems of social adjustment 
and personality difficulties. A poster and 
book display (for circulation) of biographies 

f “Interesting People You Would Enjoy 
Knowing” is a device for featuring the lives 
of individuals who have succeeded in various 
occupations. 

A special collection of college catalogs 
and requirements of special schools or tech- 
nical institutions should be organized to give 
the students information concerning the 
training necessary on a secondary level, pre- 
requisite to taking special training or enter- 
ing given institutions. The library should 
work closely with the counselor and the in- 
structional staff in the expansion of this ma- 
terial. 

Audio-visual materials are bringing new 
experiences in learning. The library should 
be able to supply sources of such material 
to enrich the exploration of the world of 
work, and to help enlarge the resources of 
the school. The materials which belong to 
the school can be supplemented from film 
libraries of other institutions. For example, 
in Louisiana, the State Department of Educa- 
tion has film collections in depositories 
throughout the state, which can supply the 
schools. The State Library has recently 
started a film library. Lists of the resources 
of such agencies are available to libraries. 

More Information Sources 

A sampling of sources of information will 
indicate where certain library materials on 
guidance may be secured. And certain items, 
suitable for use in the vocational guidance 
program, are recommended for inclusion in 
the collection of tools for the ‘Career 
Laboratory.” 


American Industries Monographs. Bellman Pub- 
lishing Co. Inc., 83 Newbury Street, Boston 16, 
Massachusetts. 

American Job Series Monographs. Science Re- 
search Associates, 57 West Grand Avenue, Chi- 
cago 10, Illinois. 

Better Living Booklets. Science Research Associ- 
ates, 57 West Grand Avenue, 
Illinois. 

Careers Research Monographs. 
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Institute for Re- 
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search, 527 South Dearborn Street, Chicago 5, 
Illinois. 

High School Career Series. (Ladies Home Journal) 
Curtis Publishing Company, 285 Madison Ave- 
nue, New York. 

Jobs in Action Picture Series. Science Research 
Associates, 57 West Grand Avenue, Chicago 
10, Illinois. 

Junior Life Adjustment Booklets. Science Re- 
search Associates, 57 West Grand Avenue, 
Chicago 10, Illinois. 

Life Adjustment Booklets. Science Research As- 
sociates, 57 West Grand Avenue, Chicago 10, 
Illinois. 

Occupational Pamphlets: An Annotated Bibliog- 
raphy. Gertrude Forrester. rev. ed. of Occupa- 
tions. 1948. H. W. Wilson Company, 950-975 
University Avenue, New York 52, New York. 

Tests of Vocational Aptitudes and Skills. Science 
Research Associates, 57 West Grand Avenue, 
Chicago 10, Illinois. 

Vocational and Professional Monographs. Bellman 
Publishing Co. Inc., 83 Newbury Street, Bos- 
ton 16, Massachusetts. 

Vocational Guidance Series. 
Boston, Massachusetts. 

Way of Life Series. Row, Peterson and Company, 
1911 Ridge Avenue, Evanston, Illinois. 


Selected Career Books 

Boyton, Paul W., Six Ways to Get a Job. Third 
edition; New York, Harper Brothers, 1951. 

Brooke, Ester Eberstadt, Guide to Career Success. 
New York, Harper Brothers, 1947. 

Davey, Mildred A., Elizabeth Manley Smith and 
Theodore Raymond Myers. Everyday Occupa- 
tions. Second edition; Boston, D. C. Heath 
and Company, 1950. 

Detjen, Mary Elizabeth and Ervin Winfred Detjen. 
Your High School Days. New York, McGraw- 
Hill Book Company, Inc., 1947. 

—_—_—_—_,, Your Plans for the Future. New 
York, McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., 1947. 

Epstein, Beryl Williams, People Are Our Business. 
New York, J. B. Lippincott Company, 1947. 

Frankel, Alice Helen, Handbook of Job Facts. 
Chicago, Science Research Associates, 1948. 

Kaufman, Fritz, Your Job: A Guide to Opportu- 
nity and Security. New York, New York, Har- 
per Brothers, 1948. 

Kitson, Harry Dexter, 
Vocation. Third edition; 
Brothers, 1947. 

I Find My Vocation. Third edition; 
” New York, McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., 
1947. 

Leeming, Joseph, Jobs That Take You Places. 
Philadelphia, David McKay Company, 1948. 
Lingenfelter, Mary Rebecca and Harry Dexter 
Kitson, Vocations for Girls. Revised edition; 

New York, Harcourt, 1951. 

MacGibbon, Elizabeth Gregg, Fitting Yourself 

for Business. Second edition; New York, 


Simmons College, 


How to Find the Right 
New York, Harper 


McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., 1947. 
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souisiana Reading Festival 


February-April, 1955 


SALLIE FARRELL 


Field Representative, Louisiana State Library 


In a state accustomed to all kinds of fairs, 
carnivals, festivals, fiestas, and jamborees a 
Reading Festival should be singularly appro- 
priate and completely acceptable. Although 
there will be no popcorn, pink lemonade, or 
bingo the performance should be good with 
all the publicity and fanfare that can be 
mustered to make more Louisianians aware 
of the wonderful world of books. 

The date for this all-out effort: February, 
March and April, 1955. 

The objectives: to enrich everyday living 
through reading and to bring more adults 
and teen-agers to a realization of the joys 
and pleasures of reading. 

The sponsors: the Louisiana Library Asso- 
ciation, the L.S.U. Library School, the Lou- 
isiana Department of Education, and the 
Louisiana State Library, with the State Li- 
brary co-ordinating activites and librarians 
all over the state participating. 

Planning committee: Mrs. Florrinell F. 
Morton, Director, L.S.U. Library School ; 
Mrs. Lena deGrummond, Supervisor of 
School Libraries, Louisiana Department of 
Education; Elliott Hardaway, Chairman- 
Elect, College and Reference Section, Lou- 
isiana Library Association; Vivian Cazayoux, 
President, Louisiana Library Association; 
and Sallie Farrell, Field Representative, Lou- 
isiana State Library, as co-ordinator of the 
program. 

The idea of a Reading Festival was first 
discussed at a meeting of the Public Libraries 
Section at the 1954 L.L.A. Convention. 
Essae M. Culver, State Librarian, suggested 
that some dramatic and co-ordinated attack 
on the reading indifference of the general 
public might be profitable. L.L.A. immedi- 
ately expressed its interest and willingness 
to cooperate, and the L.S.U. Library School 
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offered its assistance in making possible a 
summer conference of librarians to plan the 
program. 

Such a conference was held at L.S.U. on 
July 19-24, with practically all of the parish 
librarians present and and a few school li- 
brarians in attendance. 

The program will be launched in all the 
parishes of the state simultaneously and 
with as much publicity as possible—Gov- 
ernor’s proclamation, mayors’ proclamations, 
T.V. and radio publicity, and newspaper 
stories. 

Heads of statewide organizations will be 
contacted urging their help in calling atten- 
tion to books and reading. It is hoped that 
on the local level these organizations will 
dedicate entire programs, or parts of pro- 
grams, to books and reading. 

Movie trailers, calling attention to the 
Reading Festival, will be shown. Colorful 
posters will be distributed for use both 
inside and outside libraries. 

If possible an outstanding out-of -state 
speaker will be brought in and scheduled for 
several talks in the state. Local speakers will 
be called on to promote the Festival. 

The State Library is investigating the feas- 
ibility of using a bookmobile in those par- 
ishes without public libraries. A gaily col- 
ored bookmobile is envisioned with the 
emblem of the Festival (not yet decided on) 
painted on it and stocked with a collection 
of new, readable books for adults and teen- 
agers. 

Every Louisiana librarian will have a part 
to play in the Louisiana Reading Festival. It 
is sincerely hoped that by the end of April 
the Festival will have made the people of 
Louisiana book-conscious and _library- 
conscious as they have never been before. 


L. L. A. BULLETIN 
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Lomona College Honors 


Gssae MM. Culver 


By 


CARY J. RICHARDSON 
Publicity Assistant, Louisiana State Library 


Dr. Culver 


In recognition of her notable career in 
library work and her contributions to the 
growth of a state-wide system of libraries in 
Louisiana, Miss Essae M. Culver, Louisiana 
State Librarian, was made an honorary Doc- 
tor of Letters at Pomona College, Claremont, 
California, on October 14. The degree was 
conferred at a special Convocation held at 
the College on the occasion of its annual 
Founders’ Day celebration. 

In announcing the degree, Dr. E. Wilson 
Lyon, president of Pomona College, ex- 
plained that Miss Culver was the first woman 
graduate of Pomona ever to be awarded an 
honorary degree by the College, and ex- 
pressed his great personal pleasure at the 
award, as well as his warm congratulations 
upon this public recognition of a disting- 
uished career. 

This honorary degree, conferred by a col- 
lege noted for its high academic standards 
and the first college west of the Rocky 
Mountains to be granted a chapter of Phi 
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Beta Kappa, is the latest in a long series of 
honors given to the State Librarian. In 
1940-41, Miss Culver served as president of 
the American Library Association. She was 
the first woman association president to be 
chosen from a Southern state and the seventh 
weman to head the national association. 

Some of the other offices she has held in 
professional groups include the presidency 
of the Louisiana Library Association in 
1928-29; presidency of the League of Li- 
brary Commissions, 1931-33; presidency of 
the Southwestern Library Association, 
1936-38; first vice-presidency, American Li- 
brary Association, 1939-40. 

Following her graduation from Pomona 
College, Miss Culver began her library career 
as assistant librarian at Pomona. She then 
went to New York State Library School for 
special training in library work, after which 
she served as librarian of the Salem, Oregon, 
Public Library for four years. During vaca- 
tions she visited traveling library stations 
for the Oregon Library Commission. Re- 
called to California at the time when county 
libraries in California’s now-famous system 
were first being developed, she served as 
librarian of Glenn, Butte and Merced coun- 
ties and as library visitor for the California 
State Library. 

Because of her experience and training in 
all phases of library work, Miss Culver was 
asked to direct Louisiana’s initial library pro- 
gram in 1925. She came to organize a new 
state-wide system, originally financed under 
a grant from the Carnegie Corporation, and 
she has remained to develop a state program 
which has received national acclaim as a 
model library plan. 

Among Louisianians who attended the 
Convocation at Pomona College were Miss 
Mary Harris, who retired this past Spring 
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as Director of Extension for the State Li- 
brary, Mrs. T. B. Carre and Miss Margaret 
Carre of New Orleans, Miss Debora Abram- 








son, assistant Louisiana State Librarian, and 
Mrs. Bertha Hellum, former librarian of 
Jefferson Parish. 


One of the first ladies of librarianship in Louisiana stepped into retirement last Spring. 
Mary Walton Harris retired after serving many years as Director of Extension for the State 
Library. Marion Taylor, who was Miss Harris’ successor as Webster Parish Librarian, 
records a personal comment about her distinguished predecessor. 


Mary “Walton Harris 


By 


MARION TAYLOR 


A tribute, the dictionary says, is something 
given voluntarily, as deserved, and manifest- 
ing respect, gratitude or praise. Surely the 
expressions about Mary Walton Harris fit 
the definition. 

Since the news of her retirement from 
the staff of the State Library there have been 
numerous such expressions among the li- 
brary-minded. Some typical ones are includ- 
ed in the following quotations. 

In the years past ‘she has done so much 
for the library cause all over Louisiana.” This 
from a layman, and long-time official ob- 
server. A like sentiment from a practicing 
librarian affirms that “‘she has served the 
State well in helping to provide library 
service for all.” 

Because she has had an essential part in 
the establishment of the parish systems, one 
person, writing officially, concludes that 
“wise planning and sound basic structure 
account for the libraries’ history of success.”’ 
Then there is a personal note in one official 
comment, ‘I have admired her, with affec- 
tion, during all the years.” 

Those who recall practice-student days 
under Mary Harris’s direction are honored, 
themselves, when they say ‘we have counted 
her as a very close friend ever since.’’ Per- 
haps those who have worked for and with 
her are the most qualified to talk. A sum- 
mary tribute from one of them states simply 
“she deserves the best said of her.” 

It is a particular honor to try, however 
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inadequately, to say more of ‘the best” 
about her. A number of Louisiana librarians 
have had the opportunity of some training 
under Mary Harris. It was my good fortune 
to start out on the library road with her as 
the guide, and to continue on the way much 
influenced by that early experience. The 
years seem to have proved that her influence 
has made a sure impression on development 
in the state as well as on other librarians. 

I found her a benevolent taskmaster. The 
teaching was thorough, detailed, complete. 
Underlying it was a stimulation to know 
more. Exposure to her high standards was 
a discipline in itself, and there was frequent 
failure to measure up. But real effort did not 
pass unnoticed. There were few words of 
commendation, and they were cherished bits. 
But the appreciation was more secure than 
words. It came in the form of chances at 
advancement, more responsibility, or oppor- 
tunities for schooling, or broader contacts 
with samples of librarianship and _ library 
ideals. 


In this time of training I became aware of 
several impressive native talents. One of 
these was an unusual combination of speed 
and accuracy in work. It resulted, among 
other good things, in the capacity to handle, 
daily, with plan and decision, quantities of 
books in addition to countless administrative 
details. Another talent, that of organization, 
has manifested itself from the beginning of 
the Webster Parish system, her first organi- 
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zational effort. This system still operates 
under the influence of that complete and 
sound foundation. After 25 years there are 
detailed evidences of her vision in planning, 

The fine reading background of a keen, 
aggressive mind; the ever alert appreciation 
of what books can do for people are some 
other qualities that have made her approach 
fresh and stimulating to those closely asso- 
ciated with her. 

Since apprentice days I am grateful that 
the personal and professional contacts have 
continued, although less direct. Each library 
visit or mecting with Miss Harris has meant 
new or better ideas. A fairly recent letter 


from her presented suggestions enough for 
a good year’s work. 

I am grateful for the training, the associ- 
ation. Much that has gone into my best con- 
ception of library purposes and ideals has 
come from knowing Mary W. Harris. 

We are richer as librarians, we are richer 
in Louisiana libraries. And ‘“‘we shall miss 
her.” As she transfers from the satisfying 
activities of these days to the more relaxed 
enrichment of the new life ahead we wish 
her well. She leaves us with ‘‘detailed mem- 
ories of the past,’ and with a greater “faith 
that the library will continue its worthy 
tradition in the future.” 





Over the Charging Desk 
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When on June 30 Miss Mary Walton Har- 
ris left the charging desk for retirement com- 
mencing with a trip to Europe, she did not 
leave the hearts of those who know and love 
her. On October 8 the Webster Parish Li- 
brary celebrated its 25th anniversary with an 
open house honoring Miss Harris, the first 
librarian. More than 300 guests called dur- 
ing the afternoon to pay tribute to the library 
and the honoree. 

In Tangipahoa Parish a tenth anniversary 
celebration was held in July with open house 
in the Amite, Hammond, Ponchatoula, Kent- 
wood, and Independence Branches of the 
parish library. 

Meanwhile libraries are being constructed 
or remodeled throughout the state. Mrs. Lena 
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deGrummond, State Supervisor of School 
Libraries, reports that during August and 
September the State Department approved 
library plans for approximately twelve new 
schools and that a number of schools had 
recently made renovations and enlarged their 
library quarters. Exgene Watson sends word 
from Natchitoches that work is expected to 
begin soon on the enlargement of the library 
building at Northwestern State College. Ac- 
cording to Mrs. Thelma Castleberry, Libra- 
rian, the Mt. Hermon Branch of the Wash- 
ington Parish Library was moved in August 
to a new location repaired by the police jury. 
About 100 guests attended the reopening 
celebration. Women’s organizations of the 
community served as hostesses. 


Louisiana librarians are taking their share 
of honors. Miss Sallie Farrell, Field Repre- 
sentative, State Library, was elected Second 
Vice-President of the American Library Asso- 
ciation. Mrs. Rubie M. Hanks, Winn Parish 
Librarian, served as a consultant on the panel 
discussion of the subject, ‘The Public Li- 
brary and the State Agency,” at the Missis- 
sippi Library Association annual meeting in 
Jackson, October 23. Orleans Parish Libra- 
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rian, John Hall Jacobs, in August, made a 
survey of the Mobile Public Library on the 
invitation of the Board of Directors of the 
Mobile Library. Miss Debora Abramson, 
Assistant State Librarian, was recently ap- 
pointed General Membership Chairman for 
the A.L.A. 

Many libraries report board and _ staff 
changes. In New Orleans Mrs. Francis T. 
Munoz, formerly with the U. S. Army Li- 
brary Service in Honolulu and Guam, re- 
places Mrs. Bernice Goodman Zibilich, re- 
signed, at the Information Desk; Miss Lynne 
Clare Abadie has joined the staff as Library 
Assistant at the Mayer Broadmoor Branch— 
she graduated from L.S.U. in 1954; Mass 
Ann Kathryn Kennington, Newcomb, 1954, 
has joined the staff as Library Assistant in 
the Catalog Department; Miss Mary Eliza- 
beth Earle is now in the Order Department, 
replacing Mrs. Betsy G. Dombourian, tre- 
signed. Mrs. Roger W. Richardson is the 
new publicity assistant on the State Library 
staff. Miss Mary Ellen Tilley has replaced 
Ann Kerksieck in the St. Mary Parish Li- 
brary Demonstration. Miss Kerksieck was 
married August 14 to James Batson and is 
now on the staff of the Louisiana State Uni- 
versity Library. Miss Marjorie Ratcliff, grad- 
uate of Mississippi State College for Women, 
is assistant librarian in St. Mary. Miss Eliza- 
beth Pharr, Fairview Plantation, Berwick, 
has been reappointed to the St. Mary Parish 
Library Board. 

Mrs. C. M. David, Sr., of Jarreau has 
been reappointed to the Board of Control 
in Pointe Coupee Parish. Mrs. Oliver Robin- 
son is the new assistant in the New Roads 
branch, replacing Mrs. William Keen, tre- 
signed. Miss Jewel Moore, former circula- 
tion librarian at East Baton Rouge Parish 
Library, replaced Mrs. Kay Werner Me- 
Ginnis as Librarian of Iberville Parish Li- 
brary. Mrs. McGinnis is making her home 
in Baton Rouge. Miss Berta Kavanaugh has 


been Plaquemine Branch Assistant since 
June 1. 
Mrs. Ernestine Crouse, 1954 L.S.U. Li- 


brary School graduate from Baton Rouge, 
replaced Mrs. Rena Jones Chesson, resigned, 
on the staff of the Calcasieu Parish Library. 
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In Homer, Mrs. Harry Lindsey was ap- 
pointed to the position of bookmobile assist- 
ant at the Claiborne Parish Library, assuming 


her duties on September 1. East Baton 
Rouge reports that Mrs. Alyce Lyons Bennett 
replaced Miss Moore on the library staff and 
that Mrs. Mae Noland, a former member of 
the staff, is now assistant in the Children’s 
Room. Mrs. Mary Hill Alston resigned in 
June as bookmobile librarian at East Baton 
Rouge Parish Library. 

Miss Rosarina Fontenot, a graduate of 
the College of the Sacred Heart at Grand 
Coteau, is the new Assistant Librarian in 
Evangeline Parish. Miss Ellena Doguet is 
the new Basile Branch assistant, having re- 
placed Mrs. Charles Bollich on July 1. New 
appointments to the staff of the Tangipahoa 
Parish Library include Mrs. Margaret Grace 
for the Hammond Branch with Mrs. Irene 
Collins as assistant; Mr. Robert W. Case, 
Ponchatoula Branch Assistant; and Mrs. 
Alma Johnson, bookmobile assistant. Méss 
Inez Boone became head of the Shreve Me- 
morial Library on June 15, replacing Miss 
Bess Vaughan who is in New Orleans and 
is librarian of the Delgado Trade School. 
New staff members at Shreve include Mrs. 
Mavis Rodman Frizzell, Miss Jean Elliot who 
replaced Mrs. Roe Todd as children’s libra- 
rian and Mrs. Marie Biggs who replaced 
Mrs. Beaulah Finley as Cedar Grove Branch 
Assistant. 

At Southwestern Louisiana Institute Mrs. 
Tom Givens, the former Emma Dell Men- 
doza, replaced Miss Pearl Mary Segura as 
reference librarian during September at Ste- 
phens Memorial Library. Miss Marjorie Le- 
Doux, now at Tulane University Library, 
substituted for Miss Segura during the sum- 
mer semester. Miss Segura went to Europe 
in connection with the University of Hous- 
ton’s International Study Centers of France 
and Western Europe. She added a visit to 
Spain in addition to the countries included 
in the itinerary of the University’s tour. 
Dr. Elmer D. Johnson assumed the position 
of head librarian of Stephens Memorial Li- 
brary at S.L.I. on September 1. Dr. Johnson, 
who holds the Ph.D. degree in history from 
the University of North Carolina, came to 
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Southwestern directly from East Carolina 
College, Greenville, North Carolina, where 
he was Associate Librarian and Associate 
Professor of Library Science. 


At Louisiana State University many 
changes have occurred in library personnel. 
Mr. Guy R. Lyle left in August to become 
Director of Libraries, Emory University. 
Mr. T. N. McMullan, Head of the Circula- 
tion Department, has been named Acting 
Director. Mr. Earle Thompson, a graduate 
of Duke University and Emory University, 
arrived in September to head the Acquisi- 
tions Department. Mr. Rupert C. Wood- 
ward, formerly Librarian of the Bi-National 
Center of Brazil, is serving as Bibliographer 
for the current year while Mr. Richard 
Klenk is away on sabbatical leave. Mrs. Anne 
Baird Chatoney, who graduated from the 
L.S.U. Library School in June, and Mrs. 
Marion Sandifer, formerly Cataloger of the 
Jackson, Mississippi, Public Library, have 
joined the staff of the Catalog Department. 
Mrs. Jean Furr Tolbert, who was Assistant 
Librarian of Mississippi College at Clinton, 
has been appointed to the Documents staff. 
Miss Ruth Walling, Chief Reference Li- 
brarian, has resigned effective November 15. 
Miss Walling will join the Emory University 
Library staff as head of the Acquisitions 
Department. 

Miss Elizabeth Stoney of the Southeastern 
Louisiana College library staff attended the 
summer session of the University of Michi- 
gan where she began work on her advanced 
degree in Library Science. Mrs. Kathryn W. 
Moore, Librarian of Many High School, re- 
placed Miss Stoney during the summer 
school. Mrs. Lucie Mae Bishop resigned 
from the Hammond Branch Library to be- 
come circulation librarian at Southeastern 
the first of September, replacing Mrs. Riley 
Selby, Jr., who resigned. At Northwestern 
State College Miss Katherine Bridges, Am- 
arillo, Texas, joined the Readers Services Di- 
vision of the library staff while Warren 
Tracy, who resigned as Assistant Librarian 
to work on his doctorate at the University of 
Chicago, was appointed Librarian of Coe 
College, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Yvonne 
Toups, Librarian of the Francis T. Nicholls 
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Junior College, announces that she now has 
a full-time assistant, Mrs. Mariel Rogan of 
Thibodaux. Mrs. Rogan attended Newcomb 
College and recently served as a supervisor 
of art and recreation in the St. Martin Par- 
ish Schools. Mrs. Frances Winters has re- 
ceived a temporary appointment to the Lou- 
isiana Polytechnic Institute library staff for 
the school year 1954-55. 

A number of librarians took time out for 
vacations or further study. Vacation goers 
included from Southwestern, Miss Tressie 
Cook, to Florida; Miss Julia Duke, to Vir- 
ginia; and Mrs. Robert Gilmore to New 
York City. Mrs. Gilmore visited many places 
of library interest—among them—New York 
Public Library, and the Library of Congress, 
Teachers College Library, and the catalog 
departments of Columbia and Woman's Col- 
lege of North Carolina. Miss Louisa Greg- 
ory of Shreve spent an extended vacation in 
Europe, visiting England, the Scandanavian 
countries and other parts of the continent. 
From Southeastern Miss Anna Davis, Libra- 
rian, attended the annual library conference 
of the University of Chicago in June. The 
Conference, attended by College librarians 
from thirty-five states, had as its subject 
“The Role of the Library in the Modern 
College.” Miss Debora Abramson, Louisiana 
State Library, attended the Legislative Serv- 
ices Conference in San Francisco September 
8-11. Miss Caroline Paddock, Engineering 
and Forestry Librarian, Louisiana Tech, re- 
ceived her degree of M. L. S. from the 
University of California at the close of the 
1954 summer session. |. Mitchell Reames, 
Assistant Librarian of Northwestern State 
College, obtained his six-year M.S. in LS. 
from the University of Michigan in August. 
Miss Barbara Spier, Assistant Librarian, 
Iberville Parish, attended summer school at 
L.S.U., being relieved of her duties on the 
bookmobile by Miss Jeanne Dupont, now 
teacher-librarian of Plaquemine High School. 


A very profitable Parish Librarians’ In- 
stitute, jointly sponsored by the L.S.U. Li- 
brary School and the Louisiana State Library, 
was held at L.S.U., July 19-24. Mrs. Flor- 
ence Craig, Director, Adult Education, Cuya- 
hoga County Library, Cleveland, who was 
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consultant, demonstrated to the group new 
techniques in audience participation, how to 
plan and conduct a Program Planners’ Con- 
ference, book talks, film discussions, and 
use of phonorecords with books. Plans were 
also made at the Institute for a reading pro- 
gram to be sponsored by the L.S.U. Library 
School, the Louisiana Library Association, the 
Louisiana Department of Education, and the 
Louisiana State Library. 

The Sixth Annual Conference for Negro 
Librarians and Negro Library Assistants in 
Parish Libraries was held at Southern Uni- 
versity, August 9-14. Mrs. Norma W. Hum- 
phrey, Librarian, Negro Branch, Louisiana 
State Library, was consulant at the confer- 
ence which included demonstrations on story 
telling and poster making and discussion 
of reference and circulation problems. 

On August 9 the staffs of the Iberville 
and Pointe Coupee Parisn Libraries met in 
joint session in the headquarters of the Iber- 
ville Parish Library, Plaquemine, for an all 
day meeting, first in the history of the two 
libraries. The conference planned by the 
librarians of the two libraries is the begin- 
ning of the regional conference of libraries 
in the Baton Rouge area. Guest speakers 
were Mrs. Max Schenker, who spoke on 
“Public Relations and the Library,” and 
Miss Sarah Jones, who discussed ‘‘Whole- 
some Light Fiction and Its Place in the 
Library.”” The morning session on ‘Getting 
Acquainted with Each Other’’ featured short 
histories of the two libraries. In addition 
to the staff members Mrs. Marcia Perkins, 
Livingston Parish Librarian, Mrs. Allain 
Davidson, and Mr. Benny Schiortine of the 
Iberville Board of Control, and Mrs. Walter 
Parlange, of the Pointe Coupee Board of 
Control, attended the meeting. 


The regular meeting of the Sth district 
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trustees was held at the Tallulah Golf Club 
on June 22 with twenty trustees and libra- 
rians attending from seven northeast Lou- 
isiana parishes of Madison, Richland, Oua- 
chita, Concordia, Caldwell, Morehouse, and 
East Carroll. On the program was a report 
of library development in the state by Mass 
Kathryn Adams, brief reports from each 
library represented, and a round table dis- 
cussion of library practices. New officers 
elected are: Chairman, Mrs. O. N. Reynolds, 
Caldwell, and Secretary, Mr. James Madi- 
son, Morehouse. 

Three libraries have recently bought new 
or additional bookmobiles. The New Iberia 
Parish Library put its bookmobile for Ne- 
groes in operation this summer. Evangeline 
Parish placed its new bookmobile into serv- 
ice on June 9. Miss Clara Haupt, Librarian, 
reports a patronage pleased with the ap- 
pearance and the improvement in library 
service. The Catahoula Parish Library has 
been promised delivery of its new book- 
mobile by October 10. 

Personals: Helen Kendall, Cataloger for 
Calcasieu, was married on August 30. She 
is now Mrs. Thomas Cooke. Alma Lee Clark, 
children’s librarian, Shreve, became Mrs. 
George L. Daly on July 3. Dorothy Robin- 
son, Southeastern, was married to Mr. Riley 
Selby, Jr., on June 11. She resigned at the 
end of summer school and is making her 
home in Hammond. 

Mrs. Lellah Lyle, Librarian, Richland Par- 
ish, sends this item for your collection. 
Dale Rogers’ small book, ‘Angel Unaware,” 
has been very popular in this library and has 
been asked for under several different names, 
but the desk assistant was slightly surprised 
when a small boy came up and said, “My 
mother wants you to send her ‘The Angel's 
Underwear’.”’ 
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News on File 


By 


LOUISE WARD 


Modisette Award 


With four-fifths of Louisiana's parish li- 
braries participating in the Modisette Award 
last year, the public library group again ts 
showing interest in the competition, accord- 
ing to Miss Sarah Irwin Jones, committee 
chairman. The award in the public libraries 
field will be made as usual at the Associa- 
tion’s Book Dinner in the Spring of 1955. 

Blanks will be mailed to all public libra- 
ries in January. The competition is based on 
progress in individual libraries. That is, 
each library measures its 1954 record against 
1953 as entered on the score sheets, and the 
library showing the greatest gain in points 
is winner. 

The Iberville Parish Library of Plaque- 
mine, because of its vigorous public relations 
program emphasizing the use of films, won 
last year, the sixth time the award was pre- 


sented. This year, Miss Jones reports, a num- . 


ber of public library administrators are pro- 
moting library activities directly to score 
in the competition. Other head librarians, 
knowing that noteworthy progress has not 
been made, score their libraries annually so 
as to have some library measurements for 
presentation to their boards. 

Members of the committee are Mrs. Doro- 
thy B. Skau, Southern Regional Library, 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, New Or- 
leans; Mrs. Millicent Hennigan, Louisiana 
State University Library, Baton Rouge; and 
Mrs. Lucille Carnahan, Library Science 
Instructor, Northwestern State College, Nat- 
chitoches. 


Modisette Award for Trustees 


Marion Taylor, Chairman of the Modisette 
Award for Trustees Committee, has re- 
quested that we issue a reminder that recom- 
mendations for the Trustee Award should 
be submitted to the Chairman by January 15. 
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The following standards in making the 
Award were approved last Spring: 

1. The Committee is to serve as a sub- 
committee of the present Modisette 
Award Committee; its members to 
serve for two-year overlapping terms. 

2. One public library trustee is to be 
cited each year for distinguished serv- 
ice to libraries in Louisiana. 

(a) If, in the opinion of the 
Committee, no sufficiently 
outstanding achievement is 
brought to its attention, it 
may recommend that no cita- 
tion be made. 

3. Equal consideration is to be given to 
trustees of small and large libraries. 

4. Library activities in the state as well 
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NEED A BOOK? 
NEED BOOKS BY THE 


HUNDREDS? 





WANT CHILDRENS’ 
BOOKS IN GOOD 
BINDINGS? 








WANT PERSONAL 
SERVICES ON YOUR 
ORDERS? 





PATRONIZE A FIRM 
THAT SPECIALIZES 
IN SERVING 
LIBRARIES 








The Jenkins 
Book Company 


SEND YOUR ORDERS TO: 


740 ST. CHARLES AVE. 
NEW ORLEANS 12, LOUISIANA 





THE JENKINS 
BOOK COMPANY 


740 ST. CHARLES AVE. 
NEW ORLEANS 12, LA. 


Good books in good 
library reinforced bind- 
ings are good buys. We 
recommend these out- 
standing values — 


CADMUS BOOKS 


LANDMARK BOOKS 

BOBBS MERRILL “CHILD. 
HOOD OF FAMOUS 
AMERICANS” SERIES 


BIG, LITTLE, AND GIANT 
GOLDEN BOOKS IN 
GOLDEN CRAFT BINDING 


CHILDREN’S PRESS 
BOOKS 


DON PHILLIPS 
PREBOUND PRE- 
PRIMERS, EASY 
BOOKS, ETC. 


DOUBLEDAY’S REAL 
BOOK SERIES AND 
PREBOUND JUVENILES 
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as service to a local library may be 
taken into account. 

5. The citation is to be awarded to 
trustees in actual service during the 
last calendar year preceding the an- 
nual Association meeting, but may 
be based on cumulative years of activ- 
ity. 

6. Recommendations for citations may 

be submitted by any library board, 

any individual trustee, any member 
of the Louisiana Library Association, 
or any interested citizen. 

The Award is to be determined from 

a detailed letter of recommendation, 

listing accomplishments of the nom- 

inee. 

8. In addition to the written recommen- 
dation the Committee may seek fur- 
ther information, if needed. 

9. Achievements of the nominee are to 
be judged according to criteria found 
in such media as the ABC Primer for 
Trustees, and other current standards. 

10. The citation, which is to follow the 
same form as that of the Modisette 
Award for Librarian, is to be pre- 
sented at the same time as the other 
awards. 

11. Recommendations, in five copies, are 

to be submitted to the Committee 

Chairman by January 15. 


Mamalakis Authors 
Clark Sketch 


Miss Marie Mamalakis, Associate Profes- 
sor and Circulation Librarian, Southwestern 
Louisiana Institute, is the author of a bio- 
graphical sketch of Dr. Lambert Oran Clark, 
which appeared in brochure form in connec- 
tion with the unveiling and presentation of 
an oil portrait if Dr. Clark to the Lafayette 
Sanitarium. The presentation was made in 
honor of the fiftieth year of service by Dr. 
Clark to the Southwest Louisiana area as a 
physician and civic leader. The portrait was 
painted by Dario D’Oporto, Austrian-born 
artist, who has painted leading figures in 
Europe, South America, and North America. 


FALL, 1954 





A.L.A., Anyone? 


Elliott Hardaway, state membership chair- 
man of A.L.A., requests all library-minded 
persons in Louisiana to accept the following 
invitation: 

The American Library Association invites 
professional librarians and all others inter- 
ested in library matters to join. Members of 
the Louisiana Library Association indirectly 
are participants in A.L.A. inasmuch as the 
L.L.A. is a chapter of A.L.A. and pays chap- 
ter dues. Too, Louisiana is represented on 
the A.L.A. council in proportion to the 
number of Louisiana Library Association 
members who also belong to the A.L.A. 

But direct membership in the A.L.A. can 
give much more to the individual: 

1. The A.L.A. Bulletin. 

2. Listing in the national professional 

directory. 

3. Afhliation with a divisional group of 
one’s choice—such as the Public Li- 
brarians Section, School Librarians 
Section, etc. Most of the divisions 
also put out excellent publications. 

4. Direct benefits from the work of 
over seventy committees dealing with 
specific problems. 

5. Information and advisory services 
from a headquarters staff. 

Application blanks may be secured from 
Mr. Hardaway, Louisiana State University 
Library, Baton Rouge. 


Reading and Public Relations 


John Hall Jacobs, New Orleans Public 
Library, reports that summer reading sta- 
tistics in New Orleans topped all previous 
records with 17,027 participants, an increase 
of 28% over 1953, and 10,899 boys and 
girls receiving certificates for reading at 
least eight books, an increase in one year of 
30%. The eighth season of Great Books 
Discussion groups, sponsored by the New 
Orleans Public Library, began October 4, 
and the eighth year of ‘“Teen-Age Book Re- 
views’ began October 6 over WDSU-TV, 
4:30-5:00. 

Frances Flanders, Ouachita Parish Public 
Library, is proud of the ‘most successful 
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reading Club the library has ever conducted.” 
Sponsored during the past summer, the 
“Books Around the World” club had more 
than 2000 enrollees, 1220 earning certificates 
for reading at least 15 books, 3 with a set- 
ting in a foreign country. 

Miss Mary Moore Mitchell, Madison Par- 
ish, has announced a Fall Reading Club with 
each member receiving a 52 page mimeo- 
graphed booklet listing non-fiction titles by 
subject and including a few outstanding titles 
of fiction. 

“How-to-Do-It with Books from the Li- 
brary’’ was the theme of the Iberia Parish 
Library display at the Louisiana Sugar Cane 
Fair and Festival. 

In Shreveport, ‘The Lively Arts’ is the 
new TV show sponsored by Shreve Memorial 
Library, replacing the children’s story hour, 
"The Magic Keyhole,’ during which Jean 
Ellictt, staff member, drew pictures which 
highlighted the stories. The new program 
is concerned with all phases of art, with par- 
ticular emphasis on art and artists in Shreve- 
port. Books from the library are displayed 
and mentioned during the informal inter- 
view program. Mrs. Otis Emanuel and Mary 
Blocker, Librarian and Assistant at the Lake- 
side Branch Library, Shreveport, present 
“Kiddies on Parade,’ an hour program of 
stories and music on the local radio station 
KANV each week. Garden enthusiasts are 
welcoming the Garden Forum, sponsored by 
the Shreveport Hemerocallis Society in co- 
§ operation with Shreve Memorial Library. 
The Forum meets monthly in the Children’s 
Room of the Library. 


New Demonstration in 
St. Martin Parish 


Louisiana's forty-first parish library — a 
demonstration of the State Library—is sched- 
uled to open in St. Martin Parish in January, 
1955. Hazel Sockrider, who graduated from 
the L.S.U. Library School in August, has 
been appointed parish librarian by the State 
Library. Members of the parish library 
board include: Miss Edith Steckler, presi- 
dent; Mrs. James Guirard, vice-president ; 
Rev. George Braquet, treasurer; Whitney 
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LeBlanc; Rev. 
Angelle, Jr. 


Henri Hamel; and Paul 


Trustees’ Section Chairman 


Mr. George Lallande, Chairman of the 
Iberia Parish Library Board of Control, has 
accepted the chairmanship of the Trustees’ 
Section of L.L.A. for 1955. He replaces Mr. 
Russell Sprague, Madison Parish, who found 
it necessary to resign because of the pressure 
of other activities. 


Buildings and Bonds 


In September, the. New Orleans City 
Council passed two motions to implement 
the new downtown Main Library. These 
authorized the Library Board to appoint 
architects for the plans and _ specifications 
and placed the Council on record with the 
intention of submitting a bond issue to the 
voters for the construction of the Library 
not later than the end of 1956. Land has 
been obtained for the proposed new Lake- 
view Branch Library, which will be located 
on the corner of Canal Boulevard and 
Harrison Avenue, immediately adjacent 
to the neighborhood shopping center. Archi- 
tects are proceeding with the work of design- 
ing the agency, which will be the twelfth 
branch for the New Orleans Public Library. 

In the not-too-distant future Baton Rouge 
“sidewalk superintendents” will be able to 
witness the construction of two much-needed 
library buildings in the capital city. An ap- 
propriation of $3,500,000 has been made for 
the construction of a new library building for 
Louisiana State University, and $2,000,000 
has been made available to the State Library. 

Construction has begun on the Booker T. 
Washington Branch of the Iberia Parish Li- 
brary. Completion date has been set for 
January 13. 


Public Bill 530 


Public Bill 530 passed by the 83rd Con- 
gress and signed by the President on July 26 
provides for a series of state conferences to 
discuss the educational program from child- 
hood through adult education. These state 
conferences, to be held between the fall of 
1954 and the summer of 1955, will be fol- 
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lowed by a White House Conference on 
Education which probably will be scheduled 
for November, 1955, in Washington. 

The bill carries an appropriation of $900,- 
000 of which $700,000 has been earmarked 
for grants to the states with no state receiv- 
ing less than $5,000. The L.L.A. President, 
Vivian Cazayoux, has written Governor Rob- 
ert Kennon and State Superintendent of Ed- 
ucation Shelby Jackson asking that libraries 
be represented at the Louisiana conference. 


L.L.A. Convention—1955 


This is just a reminder for your calendar. 
The 1955 convention of the Louisiana Li- 
brary Association will be held in Baton 
Rouge on March 24-26 with headquarters 
at the Heidelberg Hotel. The next issue of 
the Bulletin will carry the complete Conven- 
tion plans. 


New Orleans Library Club 


Margaret Ruckert, Head of the Archives 
Department, New Orleans Public Library, 
has announced the following schedule for 
the Club: 

Tuesday, October 12, 8 P.M. 

Dr. R. M. Lumiansky — ‘‘Chaucer’s 
Techniques and Values”’ 

Place: Dominican College Library 

Monday, November 29, 8 P.M. 

Dr. J. G. Tregle, Jr.—History of the 
College d’Orleans 

Place: Loyola Faculty Lounge 


Wednesday, January 19, 1955, 8 P.M. 

Mrs. Aline R. Stevens—Dramatic Read- 
ing 

Place: L.S.U. Medical School Library 

Thursday, March 17, 1955, 8 P.M. 

Fr. Robert Stahl 

Place. Notre Dame Seminary Library 


Cheers for Sallie! © 


All Louisiana librarians are mighty 
proud of Sallie Farrell, Field Representa- 
tive for the State Library, who has been 
elected Second Vice-President of the Amer- 
ican Library Association. 


Tax Elections 


A special tax election for 214 mills has 
been planned on November 2 for the main- 
tenance of the East Carroll Parish Library. 
The demonstration opened on June 29 and 
will have been in operation only four months 
by the date set for the election. Miss Eliza- 
beth Cammack is parish librarian. 

After only eight months of parish library 
service, St. Mary Parish taxpayers on June 
18 voted overwhelmingly in favor of a two 
mill tax for ten years to maintain and sup- 
port their library at the conclusion of the 
state-financed demonstration in October. 
Miss Emily Spencer, Calcasieu Parish Libra- 
rian, reports a renewal tax vote on August 
17. The tax was 34 mill including building 
or buying of library property, with a vote of 
1167 for and 198 against. 
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The names of the following L.L.A. mem- 
bers were received after the Summer issue of 
the BULLETIN was issued: 


Barbay, Austin D., Board Member, Iberville Par- 
ish Library, Plaquemine 

Barron, Cloma G., Assistant Professor of Library 
Science, Northeast Louisiana State College, 
Monroe 

Brother Alban, FSC, Librarian, De La Salle High 
School, Lafayette 

Cousin, Ethelyn C., Cataloger, Shreve Memorial 
Library, Shreveport 

Crouse, Lillian Ernestine, Bookmobile and Assist- 
ant Librarian, Calcasieu Parish Library, Lake 
Charles 

Cunningham, Nell, Extension Librarian, Shreve 
Memorial Library, Shreveport 

Dyson, Mrs. Anne Jane, Senior Reference Libra- 
rian, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge 

Foster, Juanita, Librarian, Hammond High School, 
Hammond 

Gillen, Sister M. of St. Joseph, MSC, Librarian, 
St. Francis de Sales High School, Houma 

Griffin, Alice H., Librarian, Ruston High School, 
Ruston 

Guidry, George J., Jr., Assistant Librarian, Micro- 
film Department, Louisiana State University, 
Baton Rouge 

Hebert, Mrs. Pauline H., Librarian, Meaux High 
School, Meaux 

Hester, Clifton E., Trustee, Madison Parish Li- 
brary, Tallulah 

Hester, Mrs. Marie G., Librarian, Tallulah High 
School, Tallulah 


Additional L. L. A. YWMembers 





Kytle, Blanche, Librarian, Kenner High School, 
Kenner 

Lemann, Harriet, Reference Librarian, Thomas F. 
Cunningham Reference Library, New Orleans 

McNeese State College Library, Lake Charles 

Mary Louis, Sister, Librarian, St. Joseph Academy, 
New Orleans 

Metairie Park Country Day School, Park Road at 
Duplessis St., New Orleans 

Montgomery, Elmira O., Librarian, Kaplan High 
School, Kaplan 

Persell, Mrs. Lois A., Library Assistant, F. T. 
Nicholls High School, New Orleans 

Schech, Geraldine H., Librarian, Central High 
School, Baton Rouge 

Scheuermann, Ruth, Librarian, P. A. Capdau 
Junior High School, New Orleans 

Seal, Lily Mae, Teacher-Librarian, Sicily Island 
High School, Sicily Island 

Sims, Edith Marie, Newspaper Librarian, Louisi- 
ana State University, Baton Rouge 

Spence, Mrs. Ela Mae, Librarian, Ida High School, 
Ida 

Sprague, Russell, Trustee, Madison Parish Library, 
Tallulah 

Tieman, Elaine M., Cataloger, McNeese State 
College Library, Lake Charles 

Trinkner, Charles L., Librarian, Sidney Lanier 
School, Gainesville, Florida 

Webb, Jesse L., Jr., Mayor-President, East Baton 
Rouge Parish Library, Baton Rouge 

Wheeler, Mrs. Doris A., Reference Librarian, Lou- 
isiana State University Law Library, Baton 
Rouge 
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Anna Mae McCurdy (Portraits of Louisiana 
Librarians—III), by Helen Maestri 

Blake, Mildred E., Mary Louise Marshall 
(Portraits of Louisiana Librarians—I) 

Books and Escapism, by Charles F. Her- 
berger 

Cazayoux, Vivian, The President's 
Page 2, 40, 76, 

Clover, Lois, New Louisiana College Library 

Convention News 

Culver, Essae M., and Nantelle M. Gittinger, 
A History of the Citizens’ Library Move- 
ment 

Daniel, Charles, Over the Charging Desk 

Emerson, Myrtle 
Displays 

The Essential Ingredient—An Informed Com- 
munity, by Emerson Greenaway 

Eudora Welty, by Walter Watkins 

Eugene Payne Watson (Portraits of Louisiana 


C., Variety A-Plenty in 


Librarians — IV), by William Dosite 
Postell 
Executive Board Meeting 66, 
Farrell, Sallie, Louisiana Reading Festival, 


February-April, 1955 

The Gaucho in the Library, by Edward La- 
rocque Tinker 

Gittinger, Nantelle M. (and Essae M. Cul- 
ver), A History of the Citizens’ Library 
Movement 

Greenaway, Emerson, The Essential Ingredi- 
ent—An Informed Community 

Heitman, Eunice E., Over the Charging 
Desk 96, 

Herberger, Charles F., Books and Escapism 

Highlights of the General Sessions, L. L. A. 
Convention 

A History of the Citizens’ Library Movement, 
by Essae M. Culver and Nantelle M. 
Gittinger 

History of the Library of Northwestern State 
College of Louisiana, 1885-1953, by 
Eugene P. Watson 

Index to Volume 17 

Kelly, Tom, Rubie M. Hanks (Portraits of 
Louisiana Librarians—I1) 

L. L. A. Budget, 1954 

The Librarian and the Exceptional 
by Verna L. Vickery 

The Library As a Career 
Shirley K. Stephenson 

Locating Materials for Interlibrary Loan, by 
Ruth Walling 

Louisiana Library Association Executive List, 
1954 

Louisiana Library Association 1954 Member- 
ship List 
Additional L. L. A. Members 

Louisiana Reading Festival, February-April, 
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1955, by Sallie Farrell 
Maestri, Helen, Anna Mae McCurdy (Por- 
traits of Louisiana Librarians—III) 
Mary Louise Marshall (Portraits of Louisiana 
Librarians—I), by Mildred E. Blake 
Mary Walton Harris, by Marion Taylor 


Memberships — Where Do I Draw the 
Line? 

New Louisiana College Library, by Lois 
Clover 


News on File, by Louise Ward 28, 62, 99, 
Over the Charging Desk, by Charles Daniel, 
26, 60; by Eunice E. Heitman 96, 
Pomona College Honors Essae M. Culver, 
by Cary J. Richardson 
Portraits of Louisiana Librarians 
I. Mary Louise Marshall, by Mildred 
- E. Blake 
II. Rubie M. Hanks, by Tom Kelly 
III. Anna Mae McCurdy, by Helen 
Maestri 
Eugene Payne Watson, by William 
Dosite Postell 
William Dosite, Eugene Payne Wat- 
(Portraits of Louisiana Librarians— 


IV. 


Postell, 
son 
IV) 

The President's Page, by Vivian 
Cazayoux 2, 40, 76, 

Read Any Good Books Lately? by Louise 
Ward 

Richardson, Cary J., Pomona College Honors 
Essae M. Culver 

Rubie M. Hanks (Portraits of Louisiana 
Librarians—I1), by Tom Kelly 

A Sense of Direction, by David A. Webb 

Stephenson, Shirley K., The Library As a 
Career Laboratory 

Taylor, Garland F., A Word in Retrospect 
from the Past President 

Taylor, Marion, Mary Walton Harris 

Tinker, Edward Larocque, The Gaucho in 
the Library 

Variety A-Plenty in Displays, by Myrtle C. 
Emerson 

Vickery, Verna L., The Librarian and the 
Exceptional Child 

Walling, Ruth, Locating Materials for Inter- 
library Loan 

Ward, Louise, News on File 

Ward, Louise, 
Lately ? 

Watkins, Walter, Eudora Welty 

Watson, Eugene P., History of the Library 
of Northwestern State College of Louisi- 
ana, 1885-1953 

Webb, David A., A Sense of Direction 

A Word in Retrospect from the Past Presi- 
dent, by Garland F. Taylor 


28, 62, 99, 
Read Any Good Books 
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is celebrated nationwide for making 

the library furniture with the fresh design. 

| It is furniture with a message. It’s 

Muff furniture. See the 210 FREELINE 

| library table. This pioneer is completely 
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